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FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON FEDERALISM 
Statement by Minister Assisting the Minister for Federal-State Relations 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister Assisting the Minister for Federal-State Relations) [9.10 am]:  
On 3 to 9 November I visited India to attend the Fourth International Conference on Federalism as a guest of the 
Forum of Federations.  The conference, themed “Unity in Diversity - learning from each other”, drew a record 
1 200 participants from about 80 countries, some from established federations, others from emerging federal 
systems.   

Systems of federalism exist in six continents and cover 40 per cent of the world’s population.  The event, held in 
the world’s largest federation, was attended by several heads of government, including Manmohan Singh, Prime 
Minister of India; Micheline Calmy-Rey, President of Switzerland; Meles Zenawi, Prime Minister of Ethiopia; 
and Ahmed Sambi, President of Comoros.  I presented a case statement entitled “What are effective approaches 
to intergovernmental relations?”  I also acted as chair at that session.  Throughout the conference there was a 
frank and lively exchange of views, and federalism in its many forms was showcased.  Having the opportunity to 
compare those systems, I formed the view that in Australia current fiscal arrangements lead to a more marked 
centralist trend than in most other federations.   

Also, as minister responsible for skilled and business migration into Western Australia, I participated in the 
Small Business Development Corporation’s business and skilled migrant seminar program.  As India is one of 
our strongest markets for skilled migrants, seminars were held by SBDC in Mumbai and New Delhi.  These 
promoted the employment and investment opportunities in Western Australia, as well as the economic and 
lifestyle benefits.  In addition to SBDC personnel, SBDC chair, Patria Jafferies, and a representative from 
VETASSESS, the assessment authority responsible for the assessment process for skills qualifications, also 
participated. 

Three hundred and sixty prospective business and skilled migrants attended and formal interviews were also 
completed for 71 participants - 50 skilled migrants and 21 business migrants.  These applicants were all well 
informed and prepared and were ready to lodge their applications for state sponsorship within the next six 
months.  We conservatively estimate that they will create around 63 new jobs and bring more than $20 million 
into the state for the establishment of businesses and the purchase of property, motor vehicles and household 
goods. 

Whilst in New Delhi I visited the Australian High Commissioner, Mr John McCarthy, AO.  I also received a 
briefing from Paul Windsor, Minister-Counsellor (Immigration) at the High Commission on issues associated 
with skilled and business migration from India to Australia. 
 


